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it a trust and a function given from Providence as special
and as remarkable as ever was entrusted to any portion of the
family of man. Gentlemen, when I speak of that trust and
that function I feel that words fail me: I cannot tell you
what I think of the nobleness of the inheritance that has
descended upon us, of the sacredness of the duty of maintain-
ing it. I will not condescend to make it a part of contro-
versial politics. It is a part of my being, of my flesh and
blood, of my heart and soul. For those ends I have laboured
through my youth and manhood till my hairs are grey. In
that faith and practice I have lived; in that faith and practice
I will die.